
Epiphany 

My dear Friends, 

It is only a few days since we have all been saying or writing ‘Happy Christmas’ and now our greetings change to ‘Happy New 
Year’. It is of course a sincere wish that we want happiness for our friends and families, as well as for ourselves. We may say 
it casually and without too much thought but nevertheless it is something that we all hope for in the coming year. "Lasting 
happiness in a Changing World" was the subtitle of a book written by the Dalai Lama jointly with his longstanding friend, 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. We were all saddened to learn of Archbishop Tutu’s passing a few days ago. He was a man who 
personally exuded happiness and said that to be happy was to see others’ happiness. He was famous as the church leader in 
South Africa in the struggle against apartheid who kept the hope of a resolution to that injustice during the imprisonment of 
Nelson Mandela and other campaigners.  

I was privileged to meet Archbishop Tutu when he came to Wales to receive the Freedom of the Borough of Merthyr Tydfil 
in 1992. I was there as Chaplain to the then County of South Glamorgan. A large assembly of religious and political leaders 
gathered on a wet, windy day in Dowlais and we were all delighted with the inspirational and entertaining words that he gave 
us bringing the sunshine of South Africa to Wales. Some years later the Lord Mayor of Cardiff hosted a dinner for Archbishop 
Tutu at the Mansion House. It was a comparatively small occasion but amongst the other guests were the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams and the Archbishop of Wales, Dr Barry Morgan. I was very nervous as in such august company 
I, in my role as Chaplain, had to say Grace. I need not have worried as our distinguished guest of honour put us at our ease 
and was both affable and amusing. Following the dinner we adjourned to the City Hall where our guest addressed 500 people 
and spoke without notes holding the audience in the palm of his hand. We all felt we were in the presence of greatness but 
from a man who showed humanity, humility and love.  

The seemingly effortless words and actions of Archbishop Tutu were borne out of years of struggle and dedication sometimes 
against what seemed impossible odds. Opposition and violence were encountered over the years and the role he held 
Chairing the Truth and Reconciliation Commission saw him holding to account all involved in the years past. The happiness 
and joy that resulted were won at great cost and could not be taken for granted. He continued to work for justice in South 
Africa and in other troubled parts of the world where persecution and oppression went against the message of love and 
peace that inspired his ministry and public life. He made it clear that these gifts had to be worked for and maintained and 
needed the participation and consent of everyone to succeed.  

It is perhaps appropriate that his passing came as we mark Christmas and Epiphany, a time when we celebrate with joy the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ into the world with his message of peace and love. The Epiphany refers to the manifestation 
of Jesus, or his showing forth to the world. Desmond Tutu was a priest and bishop who sought in his life and ministry to do 
his part in showing the love of Jesus and happiness that he can bring in gathering together all people of different backgrounds, 
cultures and races in the human family and in the family of the Church. Let us all work together to do our part in making 2022 
a truly happy year for all.  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


